	
	THE SUN
	EVENING STANDARD            

	[image: image1.png](ot 4 e

COLLECTIONS




Charlotte di Vita – Woman of the Year Oct 03. 
	[image: image2.jpg]021050

DYNA-MIGHTY

RAP star Ms Dynamite looks thrilled ylnnrday
she receives a gong at the Women of
Avmdl for urging an end to gun crime.
22-year-old was handed the Capital Radio
Bh Voice Avtard for condemning armed killers.
Also honoured at London's Savoy Hotel were
Adrian Mole author Sue Townsend, carer Birdie
McDonald and Charlotte di Vita, whose company
aids developing countries.

Winners . . . Charlotte, Sue, Birdie and Ms Dynamite
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By Elizabeth Hopkirk

RAP star Ms Dynamite is one
of more than 400 women
whose achievements are
being honoured today at the
48th annual Women of the
Year lunch and award
ceremony in London.

She has been outspoken
about the tragedies caused by
gun crime, and wrote a
powerful poem that she read
at a memorial to two girls
who were shot dead in
Birmingham this summer. It
called on black people to
“start loving instead of
killing each other”.

The R&B singer from
Camden was joined at the
Savoy Hotel by other high-
profile women including Pop
Idol judge Nicki Chapman,
Adrian Mole creator Sue
Townsend, who is losing her
sight due to diabetes, and
actress Maureen Lipman.

The event also recognised
lesser-known achievers
including Birdie McDonald,
62, from Wembley, who has
fostered more than 700
children, and philanthropist
businesswoman Charlotte di
Vita, 36, from Fulham, whose
multi-million-pound
foundation, Trade Plus Aid,
helps developing countries
through ethical trade
policies.

Also at the ceremony were
pensioner Marguerite
Garden, who as a teenager in
Second World War France
joined the Resistance and
helped hundreds of Allied
servicemen escape to Britain,
and Major Nadine Heron, who
was chief of Basra police in
post-war Iraqg.

The Women of the Year
Lunch and Assembly was
created in 1955 to celebrate
the achievements of women
in every field of work.
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Ms Dynamite wins anti-gun award

By MarT Born

THE 21-year-old rap singer
Ms Dynamite was honoured
at the Women of the Year
awards yesterday for her
contribution to the campaign
against gun crime.

She was presented with the
Capital Big Voice award by
the mother of the murdered
teenager Stephen Lawrence.

She told The Daily
Telegraph at the London
ceremony: “I really didn’t
expect it. It was like, ‘Oh my
goodness’.” Ms Dynamite has

been showered with trophies
for her debut album, A Little
Deeper. But it is her politically
aware lyrics and willingness
to condemn the “gangsta”
culture in urban music that
has led to her being hailed as
the voice of her generation.

Ms Dynamite, whose real
name is Niomi McLean-
Daley, urged the Government
to do more to counter gun
crime. She said: “They need
to put a lot more time, money
and effort into poverty
stricken areas.”

She accused the major

record labels of encouraging
music that glamorised guns.
“Lots of underground
artists are very positive,” she
said. “But negative messages
sell more. So that’s what
record companies are into
and all people have to buy.”
Ms Dynamite defended the
So Solid Crew, the south
London “garage” music
collective with which she had
her first hit, despite several of
its members having been
convicted of gun crimes.
“You can’t judge the whole
group by actions of one, two

or three of them,” she said.
The other winners at the 48th
annual awards were Sue
Townsend, the author of the
Diaries of Adrian Mole, who
was honoured for
overcoming diabetes-induced
blindness, and Charlotte de
Vita, the founder of the
ethical trading company,
Trade Plus Aid.

Birdie McDonald, 62, won
the top prize, the Good
Housekeeping Outstanding
Achievement Award, for
fostering more than 700
children.




