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In Australia,  November 2003, Charlotte di Vita MBE, auctioned her own private collection of 

No. 1 teapots.    The £6200 raised has been donated to Save the Children’s work in Afghanistan.  Charlotte would like to thank David Jones and Paula Opfer for their support and hard work.
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Working street children project, Afghanistan

The problem of children working in the urban informal sector without access to education is a growing one in Afghanistan’s war-ravaged economy, although reliable figures are hard to come by. Boys tend to work on the street, mainly as vendors of various goods, while girls usually work at home sometimes producing goods for their brothers to sell. Save the Children UK has found out, through informal consultations with the children, that working street children’s priorities are education (at a time and cost they can afford), vocational and skills training, and support for starting up small-scale economic activities.

Save the Children UK runs four resource centres for working street children in Mazar-i-Sharif and plans to open six new centres in Kabul. Each centre provides training in literacy, numeracy and life skills to about 500 children who work on the streets. In addition, the children also take part in recreational activities at the centres. Recently they have introduced vocational skills training. Through the work of the centres, 300 children returned to mainstream education last year.

The centres have the potential to provide a model for support to the poorest and most vulnerable children, and Save the Children are endeavouring to expand this work (dependent on funding) in Mazar, as well as to smaller towns to the north, to Kabul and possibly Kandahar. 

Trade plus Aid’s donation in 2004 will provide: 

· £1500 for clothing and footwear (during winter) for about 100 children 

· £1200 to pay for one resource centre’s rent for six months 

· £500 to refurbish a resource centre 

· £1000 to employ two teachers for six months

· £1000 to provide medical kits for the centres 

· £1000 to provide utilities for the resource centres including heating during the winter
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