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Charlotte di Vita, MBE, founder of Trade plus Aid.

“Wherever | am in the world, | begin the day with a cup of For your chance. e
tea. | rarely get hungry, basically because I'm so involved in what display pack of
display pack of

I'm doing that | forget to eat - and frankly, | often don't have
time. Luckily | have a fantastic team around me, and when | start
to feel a bit dizzy someone goes off to the local deli and buys me
something!

| get up around 8am, and spend the first half an hour thinking
about what needs to be done immediately that day to assist the
programs | have running in eight different countries.

One of the worst but most extraordinary days came in July,
when | was invited to Nelson Mandela's birthday in Johannesburg.
Suddenly, as | was about to sit down to lunch, | received a call
from Social Services, looking after the Denver and Cleveland
squatter camps, in the centre of Johannesburg, which are based i
around our factory. A fire had broken out in the area and they
asked if | could come down straightaway.

There are 25,000 people squatting there, and TB and Aids are
rife. People don't eat for two to three days, so we re-invest our
profits on a day-to-day basis to help them by, for example,
delivering 23,000 meals a month to the area.

By the time | arrived at the fire, people were screaming and
running everywhere. When the emergency services came, | was
fitted out in protective clothing and worked with them. There were
no resources and no way for the fire engines to get in. We worked
solidly for 48 hours. We saved 450 homes and lost 150. Sadly two
people died.

A more average day however, revolves around my thinking how
we can develop projects, create employment, feed people. | don‘t
think about our gift items as: ‘these are products that will sell! I'm
running a Trust, and I'm running programs, and | have the
opportunity to envisage and implement positive
change. When [ wake up in the morning, every day
feels like an honour and a blessing. If you love what
you do, it doesn't feel like work at all.

| tend to work very late at night, often till Tam
or later.”
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In1992, Charlotte di Vita, MBE, founded Trade plus Aid, an
efhical trade organisation, designed fo alleviate poverty in some
of the wrld's poorest communities. She also runs charity
programs in eight countries, and was recently appointed a
Goodwill Ambassador for the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund.
Charlotte fives and works in o converted paint factory in Fulham
that boasts a 360 degree view of London.





