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South Luangwa Conservation Society Update Report

December 2004

Since the Environmental Investigation Agency’s (EIA) final report to Trade plus Aid in April 2004, the South Luangwa Conservation Society (SLCS) have continued active operations with ongoing success.

Fundraising has been a top priority, and their efforts have been rewarded.  In November this year, SLCS were informed that they had secured a major grant of US $340,000 over two years from Danida (the Danish equivalent to DfiD).  This is testimony to SLCS’s successful maturation over the last three years, and it is now recognised as a viable and effective entity.  Trade plus Aid must take some credit for this achievement, since funding bodies like Danida are often swayed in their decisions by the fact that other funding bodies have confidence in the programmes in question.

 

The following is an excerpt from the October report from SLCS, which Rachel McRobb supplies to EIA on a regular basis:

 

Employee turns in his gun

Over the years we have employed a number of ex-poachers, some of whom are still with us and some of whom we have let go, as they never quite reformed. Recently, one of our new employees voluntarily turned in his MLG. This was a very pleasant surprise for me and a reminder that it is possible for someone to reform (although we are aware that this may take years of monitoring).

National Geographic

Lynn Johnson and Rolf Shenton were back for a few weeks last month to carry on with their photography for the National Geographic article. They spent a bit of time with the SLCS scouts and hopefully got some good shots. Thanks to Lynn and Rolf for their endless efforts to help us look for the snared elephant, which has never been seen again. She may be dead by now but if anyone does see her please remember to call me straight away.

 

2004 / 2005 Fly Camps

 

The 2004 / 2005 fly camps are coming together and we hope to have them in place by the end of November / beginning of December. In the meantime, as all the bush camps are closed, we will be sending in regular patrols to those areas until the fly camps are in place.

 

Ivory Dealer sentenced in Mpika

In a ZAWA / SLCS undercover investigation in Mpika in September an ivory dealer was arrested. The court case was in October and Godfrey Mwanza from SLCS was one of the witnesses. Probably for the first time that I can remember, the suspect was sentenced to seven years imprisonment on the very first court session. We have become used to going to court about five times before anything happens which is costly for us as we have to pay for accommodation, food and transport, so this was a welcome change.

 

 

Please find below a table of results for October 2004.

  

	Date
	Area patrolled
	Results
	Others

	7/10-16/10 
 10 days
	Mupamadzi, Chibembe, Chikoko
	6 snares
	Found two drying racks

	8/10-17/10 
 10 days
	Kasweta Camp, Mpemba stream
	 
	Drying racks, gun shots

	10/10-12/10 - Ambush
	Nabwalya
	Ongoing investigations
	 

	15/10 day patrol
	Chipela Chandombo
	Removed 20 snares
	 

	16/10 day patrol
	Tundwe, anti-snaring
	 
	 

	19/10-28/10 
 10 days
	Chamilandu, Manzi, Chichele
	 
	Buffalo drying racks and gun shots

	22/10-31/10 
 10 days
	Luwi, Kasweta
	 
	Gun shots and drying racks

	24/10 day patrol
	Top of Wafwa
	Removed ivory from dead elephant
	Died from natural causes

	26/10 
 day patrol
	Nsolo
	 
	Reported gun shots from Nsolo camp.

	26/10 
 investigation 4 days
	Chadiza
	Recovered 3 leopard skins for sale, 1 MLG and 3 pairs of ivory
	 

	30/10 day patrol
	Chamilandu
	Apprehended 3 illegal fishermen inside the park
	 

	Total days patrolled - 52
	 
	 
	 


Clearly the work of SLCS is continuing to garner important results, and they remain a vital facet in the fight against poaching in South Luangwa, Zambia. 
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