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Charlotte di Vita MBE, Founder of Trade plus Aid, has been invited to form an official partnership with Unicef in order to raise funds for the Charity.

Although this co-operation has only recently been formed, it has already led to one of our partners funding 10,000 US$ for a project in the Mai Sot region of Thailand.

The Streetside Friends Project

Objectives:

1. To improve the quality of life, both physical and mental, of street children along the border zone at Mae Sot.

2. To provide an information service for children to enable them to protect themselves from HIV/AIDS, illegal drugs and give them knowledge of their basic rights.

3. To liaise with related agencies and organizations, both governmental and NGO, in providing assistance to children who are vulnerable, affected by HIV/AIDS or drugs and are at risk of entering the sex industry.

Target Population:

Male and female street children and young people below the age of 18 in the Mae Sot region of Tak Province. They are inherently a difficult group to access, yet they are also one of the most vulnerable.

Background and Summary:

The situation of children is becoming more volatile and complicated, as an increasing number of children are migrating from neighboring countries to Thailand’s border provinces.   All come from poor families and many are orphans. In addition, a large number of these children have been affected by local wars and internal conflict within Myanmar. These difficult conditions have driven these young people to live and find work in Thailand.

Generally, these children will go to the market or tourist areas of Mae Sot to beg for a living, sell flowers, or to sell sexual services. In addition to these problems, drug and substance abuse use also plays a role because so many of these children have mothers and fathers who are addicted to drugs or who sell drugs. Often, the children are used as couriers for their parents. These children are extremely vulnerable and can be easily recruited into the sex industry, become infected with HIV, and become involved in the various drug networks. The vulnerability stems from their lack of information and inability to assert their rights and to protect themselves.

The importance of Mae Sot as a trade (legal and illegal), entertainment and tourist center make it an attractive destination for migrants, from both Myanmar and Thailand. Not surprisingly, the HIV/AIDS situation is among the most severe in the North. For these reasons, we have increased efforts to provide help and developmental assistance. Through lifeskills-based activities, knowledge and quality of life standards are developed among these young people. Skills to analyze situations (critical thinking), to assert oneself, to negotiate with others, and to control emotions and feelings are examples of some of the important lifeskills targeted toward street children. These skills are applied to participatory games, dramas, role-plays, small group discussion and other activities that closely reflect the lifestyles of these children and youth. 

The Streetside Friends Project

The project provides needed assistance to street children in the Mae Sai District, Chiang Rai Province. It  supports a drop-in center which was opened in order to provide a variety of services including: lifeskills-based activities (both in-house and in the field) and data collection and research studies to help develop more effective programming for the children in the future. The drop-in center, called The House Near the Bridge, also coordinates efforts with other agencies concerned with solving the problem of the young people. The drop-in center’s name and location has provided easy access for street children. The initiative in Chiang Rai has been successful and the UNICEF program officers who have visited the facility agree that further support should be given for a project targeting street children in Mae Sot using a similar approach. 

Main Activities:

1. Establishment of a drop-in center, which will provide health services, nutrition advice, basic education and HIV/AIDS and life skills education;

2. Counselling and information through posters, art activities, videos, exhibition of children’s art and camps;

3. Monitoring of children, including collection of data on situation and needs; and

4. Coordination with other agencies.
Estimated Budget (based on Mae Sai project)

1. Drop-in center 270,000 baht

2. Provision of information 50,000 baht

3. Data collection on children 45,000 baht

4. Coordination with related agencies 145,000 baht

5. Personnel training and development 60,000 baht

6. Monitoring and evaluation 15,000 baht

7. Personnel costs 220,000 baht

Total 805,000 baht (approx. $20,650)

Sustainability:

The operational cost of the program for each year after the first year is estimated to be 400,000 baht (approx. $10,260). After 3 years, the UNICEF will assist the Volunteer Group in obtaining support from other donors to finance the center and continue development of the program.
