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Four exceptional [~
women were /117 1%
named as special
award winners
(from left): [i¢t
Charlotte di Vita,
Sue Townsend, |
Birdie McDonald |’ 4
and Ms Dynamite

Over the 81 years of our history, Good Housekeeping has championed
inspirational, influential and courageous women. This year, for the first time,
Good Housekeeping was proud to be the main sponsor of the hugely
prestigious Women of the Year Lunch and Assembly at London’s Savoy Hotel.
This spectacular event not only raised money to support life-changing projects
set up by women in the UK and abroad, but also celebrated four exceptional
award winners — all remarkable women whose stories are told here
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___for raising awareness of global poverty

Charlotte di Vita, 36, founded the organisation Trade Plus Aid
after falling ill with dysentery while doing voluntary work in Ghana.
While she was recovering in the care of the local farming community,
Charlotte realised how badly their lives were being affected by drought.
With her last £800 she bought 800 pendants made by local carvers,
sold them back home in the UK and gave the profits to the Ghanaian
community. Because she has initiated similar projects in 12 countries,
helping deprived communities to become self-sufficient. Because the
profits have put famine-hit farmers back on their feet and created
refuges for the homeless. Because at the age of nine she persuaded
her classmates to be silent for three days to raise money for charity.
Because she says, ‘I have the privilege of knowing that what I do is
making a difference. | feel very lucky to be in this position.’





